
Number of people reached: 

       - at Sungai Yu

       - since 2005 

Tiger Roadshow Counter

2013 marked MYCAT’s third programme with the 

local community in the Sungai Yu area (Sg. Yu). 

First in 2009, MYCAT and the Department of 

Wildlife and Na�onal Parks Peninsular Malaysia 

(DWNP) reached out to the villagers at Sg. Yu and 

in 2010, we returned to reinforce the 

conserva�on messages and to raise awareness 

among the school children. This �me, both adults 

and children were targe�ed.

Text by Wong Pui May. Layout by Suzalinur Manja Bidin.

Loca�ons of MYCAT Tiger Roadshows
in Peninsular Malaysia since 2005

Working with the local community to protect the 
Sungai Yu Tiger Corridor, Pahang.
MYCAT Tiger Roadshow, 7�� to 11�� April 2013

Harimau Untuk Selamanya
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To know is to love

The Ci�zen Ac�on for Tigers (CAT) programme was developed 

at the end of 2010 to directly involve members of the public in 

conserva�on on the ground. As volunteers trek in and around 

the Sg. Yu Tiger Corridor enjoying the great outdoors, they 

also keep an eye out for snares and other illegal ac�vi�es.

The volunteers have saved many animals by deac�va�ng 24 

snares and currently, CAT Walks are conducted almost every 

weekend. The team of volunteers for this outreach 

programme went on a CAT Walk to experience first-hand the 

Sg. Yu forests that we are working to save.

At Sg. Yu, an 11km stretch of forest links the forested Main 

Range (Banjaran Ti�wangsa) and Taman Negara to form a 

huge forest complex – the fi�h largest �ger landscape in 

the world. This is the Sg. Yu Tiger Corridor, the most 

important �ger corridor in Malaysia. 

However, this link would have been permanently severed 

by the upgrading of Federal Route 8 (the stretch from 

Kuala Lipis to Kota Bharu) from a  two-lane road to a 

four-lane highway with guard rails and dividers, had it not 

been for a model conserva�on partnership.

DWNP, the Malaysian Public Works Department and MYCAT 

have worked closely since the onset of the earthwork for the 

new road. This led to the incorpora�on of three special 

crossings for wildlife including a 1km-long flyover, at the total 

addi�onal cost of RM80,000,000 (approx. USD26 million) to 

the Malaysian Government.  

In 2009, the first phase of the Sg. Yu Tiger Corridor Project 

which included wildlife research and community outreach 

began. The ul�mate goal of the project is to secure the 

Corridor for wildlife.

While the research component has ended in 2011, we have 

con�nued to work towards the goal by suppor�ng 

DWNP in enforcement efforts and engaging the local 

community and Malaysian public to protect 

wildlife at the Corridor. Knowledge gleaned 

from the research project has been 

instrumental in guiding the focus 

of MYCAT projects in Sg. 

Yu. 

What’s so special about Sungai Yu?
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Selling a no�on

The outreach programme began with the se�ng up of a 

booth at the weekly night market in Kampung Merapoh. 

The wave of yellow swept across the market as volunteers 

spread out, talking to vendors and visitors about how 

poaching threatens our wildlife, and encouraging locals 

to report poaching incidences and illegal wildlife trade to 

MYCAT’s 24-hour Wildlife Crime Hotline (019 356 4194 / 

report@malayan�ger.net).

Some 56% of the people spoken to saved the hotline 

number into their mobile phones and received a free 

MYCAT reusable shopping bag in return. Compared to 

previous Tiger Roadshows in the same market where 

many villagers seemed frightened by the thought of 

providing informa�on on illegal on-goings in the 

community, this �me round saw less hos�lity towards our 

conserva�on messages. 

Perhaps over the years they have become accustomed to 

MYCAT’s presence and the conserva�on mindset. 

Some remembered us from the previous

programmes, and a good number

signed up to join future CAT Walks.

One even joined a CAT

Walk that very

weekend.

Take ac�on!

Report crimes involving �gers and �ger prey to the

Wildlife Crime Hotline at 019.356.4194 / report@malayan�ger.net

Learn about �gers and �ger prey from reliable sources and share about it 

Request legal herbal alterna�ves to tradi�onal medicines

which can contain endangered species

Do not eat the meat of �gers, other endangered species and �ger prey 

Voice your opinion on issues like indiscriminate development, illegal logging and poaching

Do not support zoos or theme parks with illegally acquired wildlife

Boyco� all wildmeat restaurants                               Pay more for wildlife-friendly products

Support conserva�on organisa�ons
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The excitement was raised a notch once the students 

returned to their respec�ve classrooms. Led by trained 

facilitators, through games and ac�vi�es, the children 

learnt about the natural wonders right in their backyard 

and how special the Sg. Yu area is. The focus of the 

ac�vi�es was on the basic needs of wildlife, the 

importance of sharing resources and the 

inter-connectedness of the web of life.

At SMK Merapoh, students who par�cipated in our 

programme three years ago are now 16-year-old 

teenagers. Although their memory of the exact 

programme might be vague, the few that we spoke to did 

remember the key conserva�on messages, which was 

extremely encouraging.

Inves�ng in the future
We visited two primary schools and one secondary 

school – SK Merapoh, SK Teluk Gunung and SMK 

Merapoh, reaching out to 456 schoolchildren. Children 

from SK Merapoh who happened to be at the night 

market were clearly excited about the school 

programme the next day, which was definitely 

contagious!

The school programme began with an introductory talk 

in the school hall on the threats faced by �gers. The 

students were also shown a video on the poaching crisis 

at Belum-Temengor Forest Complex in Perak, a threat 

faced by wildlife all over Malaysia, and the trailer of 

WWF-Malaysia’s “Wira Rimba”, a documentary on the 

work of Malaysian wildlife rangers.

Personal messages for Taman Negara rangers*. The cards will serve to 

mo�vate and encourage wildlife rangers in their line of duty, and to 

remind them that their efforts are much appreciated by the li�le ones.

*Inspired by the WWF Cards4Tigers ini�a�ve.

Pledges for wildlife that will decorate the classrooms for the 

rest of the year. Some children pledged to stop se�ng 

snares, some wanted to become wildlife rangers, and others 

wanted to take up similar career paths as their facilitators.
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Bravehearts

Volunteers are the driving force and unsung heroes of 

MYCAT outreach programmes. And this was our largest 

team ever. As much as our programmes seek to impart 

awareness and knowledge to both children and adults in 

the communi�es, it is also a great learning experience for 

our volunteers, many of whom did not know much about 

wildlife conserva�on before the training  provided by 

MYCAT.

The Tiger Roadshow forces them out of their comfort 

zones to approach and speak to strangers, as well as to 

facilitate programmes for a classroom full of excited 

children. We are encouraged that there are many 

Malaysians game for the challenge and are humbled by 

those who sacrifice their �me, their jobs, university 

assignments etc. to join us in spreading the word. We also 

greatly appreciate our corporate partner, Maybank, for 

promo�ng  volunteerism among its employees.

Addi�onally, we were pleased to welcome three 

volunteers from within the community, namely Kampung 

Kubang Rusa, a village with a long history of bush-meat 

consump�on. It was heartening to see young Malaysians 

being part of the change needed in their own community. 

They were warmly received at the schools by their juniors 

with grinning faces as they could speak the local dialect 

and knew some of the children personally.

Keeping the faith 

Through interac�ons with locals, including children, it was painfully apparent that poaching is s�ll very much a way 

of life for the local community, from children se�ng snares in the nearby forests to adults hun�ng protected 

species on special occasions and even immigrant planta�on workers turning into opportunis�c poachers.

A�tudes and habits cannot be changed overnight and community outreach programmes, especially with 

school children are a long-term effort. It must be con�nued and for now, the smiles and enthusiasm of 

the children make it worth our while.

It is important that outreach and awareness be coupled with strong enforcement of 

wildlife laws by the authori�es, and MYCAT will con�nue to support DWNP in this 

arena. With our persistent presence and reinforced messages, when ac�on 

has to be taken against the local poachers, at least they cannot say 

that they didn’t know and they will have to face their 

children who know be�er. 
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The programme could not have been possible without 

the sweat and tears of our dedicated team of volunteers, 

half of whom braved a bout of food poisoning to 

successfully run the first school programme. Three cheers 

for Arina Mahirah Zulkifli, Hafeaza Harun, Haniza Jais, 

Lavaniadevi G., Lim Mei Yi, Mohammad Noor Hakimi 

Ha�murrudzi, Nor Hajaratul Hidayah Saari, Nurul A�kah 

Mohd Nazir, S. Darmaraja, Satria Putra Kamarudzaman, 

Si� Munirah Juri, Si� Muniza Juri and Si� Safiah 

Mohammad, and also WWF-Malaysia Communica�ons 

Officer Chong Ai Lyn. Special men�on is due to Maybank, 

which in true spirit of Corporate Social Responsibility, 

enabled nine staff members to join in and facilitate this 

programme during the workweek. The merry bunch 

includes Adli Hadi Sabaruddin, Asiyah Wahidah Razali, 

Hamzah Mohd Ali, Md Shahri Md Alwi, Najat Nasiha 

Hairul Anuar, Nazarull Ariffin Mohamad, Nik Hasnah Syara 

Nik Anuar, Si� Rahmah Asri and Zainal Abidin Abdul Aziz.

Thank you!

This MYCAT joint project was financially supported by the Maybank 

Founda�on and the Associa�on for Bri�sh Women in Malaysia. 

Addi�onal thanks to Maybank for providing ac�vity books for 

the students; Japan Tiger and Elephant Fund for sponsoring the 

Wildlife Crime Hotline flyers; 21�� Century Tiger for sponsoring 

the CAT Walk; the Department of Wildlife and Na�onal Parks 

Peninsular Malaysia for providing the use of a training hall and 

other in-kind support; and SK Merapoh, SK Teluk Gunung,

SMK Merapoh for their par�cipa�on.

Credits for the photographs used in this report are due to Abraham

Mathew, Chris R. Shepherd, Nazarull Ariffin Mohamad, Satria Putra 

Kamarudzaman, Suzalinur Manja Bidin and Wong Pui May.

“Recently, Maybank’s 

President, asked MYCAT if we could 

measure the direct impact of 

Maybank-sponsored outreach 

programmes on the �ger popula�on. 

Unfortunately, the answer is no. Not all that 

count in our lives are countable in a 

conven�onal manner. Nevertheless, with our 

convic�on of its importance, reinforced by the 

growing number of Malaysian volunteers and 

the shine on children’s faces, MYCAT will 

con�nue our roadshows for a more 

sustainable Malaysia, shared by her 

people, forest, and wildlife.” 

– Kae Kawanishi, MYCAT 

General Manager.  
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